
A Prayer for September
Written by Devin Dixon-Rosario

 Dear Lord, Thank you for this new month you have
given us. In this time, help us to focus on what is right
despite all that is wrong. Help us to change what we can
& leave everything else in your hands. Help us to
remember that any burdens we face are meant to rest on
your shoulders, because what seems too much for us to
bear, is not too much for you. We trust that you will give
us guidance and strength in our hardships. We thank you
in advance for all we will accomplish this month through
you. In Jesus name I pray, Amen. 
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I was always struck by the fact that Pastor Belita used to often call us a "congregation in
transition." Due to the fact that she referred to us in that way so often, I would regularly
wonder, will we ever NOT be labeled in that way? In the last several months flying solo
as the lone Pastor of First Church, I have become very familiar with what she must have
been getting at all those years. In my opinion, we continue to be a faith community in
transition. This is a good thing, because it means we are alive. We are moving forward in
the path God has marked out for us. We are progressing toward the goal, and keeping
our eyes fixed on Jesus, etc.

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights,
who does not change like shifting shadows.” -James 1:17

As we await the arrival of our new team member, Co-Pastor Lexi Aligarbes, I am struck
that this will be yet another season of transition. As we welcome her to the family and
are blessed by the gifts she brings to the table, we also will never be quite the same again.
Other things will likely change as well, like moving inside when the weather gets too
cold, fixing the collapsed wall in the parking lot, and maybe even welcoming a new
person to help lead our music once in awhile. We will see several emerging female
leaders be licensed in the coming months and celebrate our congregation's 125th
Anniversary. Our kids will return to school which will likely impact the COVID-adjusted
realities we all face everyday. All of these factors and more will cause us to constantly
adjust, take stock of what we are doing and transition as necessary.

 “See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in
the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.” -Isaiah 43:19

Through the changes that have come with every season here at First Church, one thing
remains constant. God is in control. God is pushing us forward into the work of justice
and Shalom for all people. God is gathering us to Godself and to one another as God
weaves us into the "multicultural community in the inner-city" that God has called us to
be. As seasons change, be excited for what is to come. Step forward with courage,
knowing God hasn't brought us this far to leave us. Hold to God's hand which is
unchanging. Embrace this latest transition, as these seasons change, knowing the best is
yet to come!! 

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged,
for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”  -Joshua 1:9 

Seasons Change
Written by Pastor Josiah Ludwick



"Serving Allison Hill in becoming a safer, healthier community empowered by
God's peace."

Acts of Service
Thank you Alpha and Omega CoB!  

These past few months we have reopened our Computer
Classes, and thanks to our Summer Intern Marianne Fitzkee,

we not only were able to have classes but she even got in
contact with another church  to get more desktop computers

for our graduates! As we continue to advertise and get the
word out, we are getting more and more calls about the need

for these basic computer skills courses! 

Building Community
Creativity and Community go hand in hand!

bcmPEACE was blessed to host the Power to the Hill Block Party
where there were games, fun, and information on community
engagement. We came with our community canvas, so members
of our Community could add a piece of themselves into this
mural. This canvas is being brought around the community until it
is full of art. This project grew out of the Agape Satyagraha
Graduate Program: Peace Through Art!   

Giving Power to The Hill! 
Never a bad time to talk about the importance of voting!  

We had the pleasure of hearing from Leta Beam of Power to
the Hill about the importance of voting and she answered

questions our young adults had about the process as well as
led us in discussion about the system, elections, and more. We

are eager to welcome her back to discuss more community
engagement and their Light the Hill project! 

Our Community Ministries
BCMPEACE

/bcmpeace /bcmpeace /www.bcmpeace.org

If you or someone you know would be interested in facilitating our computer classes, contact bcmPEACE and
Alyssa Parker at (717)234-0415 ex.20



Faith and
Justice Corner 

Reservation Dogs:
A TV Show Review
by Pastor Josiah Ludwick 

I had been hearing a bunch about a new show
on Hulu called Reservation Dogs, and I must

admit I largely ignored it because the title made
me think it was another recycled story as it

sounds so similar to the legendary Tarantino
movie. But this story is anything but recycled.

From the actors to the writers/producers to the
needle drops to the story itself, this is one big
First Nations production. The faces, the music
and the story are all so fresh and have so much
heart. I must warn you that the language and
themes are not suitable for kids, but if you’re

looking for something fun and original, this is it.
The story centers on a group of teens trying to

make sense of life on the Reservation in
Oklahoma. While some of what they end up

doing involves drug use and breaking the law,
the show is really about dealing with trauma,

making sense of a culture that has largely been
stolen or erased, and most of all the importance

of family (both actual blood and chosen
relatives). The seamless way the show includes

pieces of Native Culture had me googling to see
why certain things were said and done. Our pop

culture could use more stories written by,
directed by, scored by and starred in by

underrepresented peoples and cultures. It
makes the stories so real and lived in. Highly

recommend. Check out this link for more
information. 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/its-creator-its-actors-new-series-reservation-dogs-breakthrough-indigenous-representation-onscreen-180978401/


The Youth CornerThe Youth Corner

Make sure you come out and join us every
other Sunday for Youth Group (grades 6-12)! 

 

The next dates are September 5th and 19th!

We had a great Back to School
themed Kid’s Day, our final

event of the summer. Back to
School Bags donated by

Frances Jackson!



Welcoming the New Co-Pastor

We are so excited to welcome our new Co-Pastor
Lexi Aligarbes to the Harrisburg First Community!
Please make her feel welcome as she joins our faith
family and continue to keep her transition in your

prayers! We also ask that you bear with the staff
during this time of transition as there will be some
gaps as we settle in to this exciting new journey! 

"The church is more than
just a community of

believers. It's a family
united by their love for

Christ."

Church Picnic
September 12, 2021

Don't forget we have our annual
church picnic at Reservoir Park!

Join the church family for fun and
fellowship as we make up for

missed time while still being safe. 

Upcoming Speakers

September 12 -
Drew Hart: We love

to hear Dr. Drew
Hart bring the Word

as he highlights
Social Justice's place

in the Church!

Claiming the Call

Some of our First Church Family have
decided to respond to a call to the set-

apart ministry! We have been excited to
see Mark Pickens continued work to

become ordained and are excited that
Briel Slocum and Alyssa Parker have

begun the process of becoming licensed
in the Church of the Brethren! Please
continue to keep these brothers and

sisters in your prayers as well as others
who are discerning a spirit-led call. 

September 19 -
Lexi Aligarbes: Join
us in welcoming our
new Pastor Lexi as
she preaches her

first sermon as the
new Co-Pastor! 

October 17 -
David Radcliff:
Founder of New

Community
Project as well as

an environmental
justice advocate

and man of faith! 

October 31 -
Paul Mundy:

Former Annual
Conference

Moderator will
join us for a
special spirit

filled worship

October 10 - Jon
Brenneman:
Hearing from

Pastor Jon
Brenneman is

always a pleasure as
he emotes what it
means to do the
work of Christ! 

Congregational News
and Announcements



2021 District
Conference
October 1 - 2, 2021

It is that time of year -
Atlantic Northeast District

Conference! Even if you are
not a delegate, please think
about participating in this

annual conference! You can
register and find out more
information on the district
website www.ane-cob.org!

Little Black Dress Soiree
September 16 |  6:00-8:00pm |
Appalachian Brewing Company

Come out and celebrate the
work of BHA and the
empowerment of single
mothers in our
communities! You can
purchase your ticket for $40
and register on their website
www.bha-pa.org! 

BHA Annual Celebration
October 7th | 5:30-8:00pm |

Sheraton Harrisburg Hershey Hotel
Join  Brethren Housing Association in
highlighting another year of service in the
community and support the funding of
their transformational programs! You can
purchase tickets for $45 per person or
become a sponsor for this event on their
website www.bhs-pa.org! 

The Ubuntu House
Welcome to Ubuntu! 

This month is the beginning of a
new year for the Ubuntu
Community House! There are five
"kinda" new faces ready to make a
difference in the city! If you see
them make sure to introduce
yourself and thank them for 
 being willing to be a part of an
intentional community that
uplifts our neighborhood! We
offer our blessings to them as they
begin this new chapter in their
lives!

September 14th at 7pm:
Delegate Briefing (Online
Only)
September 30th at 7pm:
District-wide Bible Study
(Online Only)
October 1st at 7pm: Worship
Service (In-person and Online)
*October 2nd from 9am-4pm:
Business Session and Insight
Sessions (In-person and
Online) 

Schedule of Events
 

*requires registration

Other News and
Announcements

10,000 Acts of Kindness 2nd Multicultural
Unity through Kindness Concert and Festival 
Saturday, September 4th 1pm at Penn Park (100

W College Ave, York, PA) 



September Birthdays
  Bradley Hunn1.

   6.   Ellen Adkins

   7.   Gabbi Steck

  10.  Gerald Rhoades

  12.  Geoffrey Knight

        Patricia Dixon

  14.  Daryn Bullock

  16.  Don Mitchell

SEPTEMBER ANE DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR

Pray for this Church

Heidelberg (Myerstown,PA)

Cocalico (Denver, PA)

East Fairview (Manheim, PA)

Parker Ford (Pottsville, PA)

5

12

15

26

This Church is Praying for Us

Stevens Hill Community (E-town, PA)

Indian Creek (Harleysville, PA) 

Conestoga (Leola, PA)

Little Swatara (Bethel, PA)

18.   Richard Hollinger  

19.   Jennifer Benson     

22.  Katie Benson

23. Kim Joseph

28. Steve Seitz

September 20th

if you have something you want
included in the Growing Edge, please
send the material in to the office by





We are called to be a Christ-centered
multi-cultural community in the inner city,
sharing the love, healing, peace and justice

of Christ. 
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